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Preface
The purpose of the International Encyclopedia of Civil Society is twofold. First, it is to take intellectual stock and offer an

authoritative assessment of knowledge of and for a field of study that has expanded greatly in recent decades. This field,

however, does not present itself as a settled or unified body of theories and facts; nor is it easily accessible to experts,

students and practitioners. Instead, the field consists of several overlapping substantive areas such as civil society, social

capital, philanthropy, voluntarism, civic engagement, etc., and cuts across a range of social science disciplines that

include economics, sociology, political science, history, the law, and psychology.

The second purpose of the Encyclopedia is to introduce greater conceptual clarity to an increasingly perplexing

terminology that has been developing in the field of civil society, philanthropy, nonprofit or nongovernmental

organizations, voluntarism, etc. over time. Confusion about the meaning of volunteering, association, civil society,

nonprofit organizations, foundations, and charity has handicapped communication and understanding, particularly in

inter-disciplinary and international contexts.

In the past, the terminological tangles so characteristic of this field may well have mattered less, yet as this set of

institutions has achieved greater social, economic and policy relevance, greater clarity now seems more urgent. Indeed,

the lack of a multi-disciplinary and international Encyclopedia dedicated to civil society and related topics has long been

a major complaint among teachers, students, and researchers in the field, as well as among practitioners and policy-

makers around the world. The present Encyclopedia was developed with these multiple audiences and uses in mind.

Though an unsettled, evolving body of knowledge with a complex, even confusing terminology could be seen as a

chronic weakness of a research agenda, curriculum or policy field, we believe that in the case of civil society it is rather a

sign of intellectual fertility. In the context of this evolving intellectual field, we have sought to offer an inventory of the

conceptual landscape rather than set some standards —however defined— or privilege one definition over another.

Nonetheless this meant that we had to come to terms with the diversity and richness of institutions, organizations and

behaviors located between the ‘market’ and the ‘state’ — a task complicated by the great profusion of terms.

Selecting the entries for this Encyclopedia was a complex process that involved many difficult choices. A basic

premise was that given the relative newness of the field, the Encyclopedia should not only cover terms and concepts but

also include entries on internationally relevant organizations and personalities in the field of civil society. Another

premise was that the Encyclopedia should genuinely be internationally-oriented and provide coverage of concepts,

traditions, and institutions from different parts of the world, thereby acknowledging the diversity of the field from a

cross-national perspective.

The field of civil society studies is a conglomerate of separate intellectual approaches and traditions that are reflected

in this Encyclopedia and include:

● the resurgent interest in civil society across the social science and policy fields, particularly since the 1990s;

● the older traditions of civil society from Antiquity through the early 20th century, with several distinct intellectual,

national and regional traditions;

● a tradition of philanthropic studies, largely US-based and focused on the role of foundations and philanthropy in

American society;

● an emphasis on nonprofit organizations in economics since the 1980s;

● the rich intellectual approaches to voluntary associations, voluntarism and civic engagement in sociology;

● the anthropology and ethnology of voluntary associations and voluntarism;

● the different approaches to social capital in sociology and political science;

● work on altruism and helping behavior in psychology and economics;

● the study of advocacy, new social movements, interest associations and political associations in political science;

● the welfare state literature in political science, sociology and economics;

● the bourgeoning literature on nongovernmental organizations in developmental studies and international relations;

● the study of the social economy and its institutions in Europe and other parts of the world; and, of course,

● the impact of different legal systems (common law and civil law) and traditions.



Table 1 Encyclopedia concept with entry samples

CIVIL SOCIETY PHILANTHROPY

NONPROFIT AND

NONGOVERNMENTAL

ORGANIZATIONS

SOCIAL

CAPITAL

Substantive

entries

Associations,

definitions and history

Civil society history

Civil society theory

Civility

Civic culture

Foundations,

definitions and history

Charity

Gift, Giving

Wakfs

Venture Philanthropy

Theories of nonprofit organizations

Partnerships

Third party government

Social investment

Social entrepreneurship

Civic

participation

Reciprocity

Social capital,

definition

Social cohesion

Social trust

Organizational

profiles

Charta 77

Civicus

Transparency

International

European Foundation

Centre

Ford Foundation

Tata Trusts

Ashoka

BRAC

Caritas

Free Masons

Boy/Girl Scouts

Rochdale

Society

Bibliographic

entries

De Toqueville, Alexis

Ferguson, Adam

Dahrendorf, Ralf

Carnegie, Andrew

Rowntree, Joseph

Soros, George

Dunant, Jean-Henri

Yunus, Muhammad

Bourdieu,

Pierre

Coleman,

James

Putnam,

Robert

vi Preface
In trying to address these different approaches and traditions, we used an approach whereby we developed an initial

list of concepts, organizations and personalities to be covered. We did so by specifying four major ‘streams’ that roughly

correspond to the intellectual and policy divisions in the field, although much overlap exists among them: civil society,

philanthropy, nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, and social capital. In each of these four ‘streams’, policy

fields, traditions, and literatures, we identified key concepts, institutions/organizations and personalities. Table 1 offers

an illustration of our approach.

We submitted an initial list to the International Advisory Committee for comments and, in particular, encouraged

each member to suggest additions and modifications. After incorporating further suggestions from entry authors and

the field at large and several iterations, we arrived at a list that forms the basis of the Encyclopedia.

This Encyclopedia includes 628 entries: 267 conceptual terms, 222 organizations and institutions; and 139

biographies – available both in hard print copy and in electronic format accessible via the Internet. Entries of similar

type, e.g., regionally focused entries, civil society history essays, biographical or organizational entries, follow a

standardized structure. All entries are arranged in alphabetical order from A to Z, are cross-referenced, and provide

suggestions for further readings. They represent original contributions by the corresponding authors; editorial input

was for the most part reserved for structural aspects.

Of course, in a first edition, any encyclopedia will suffer from omissions and unevenness in the treatment and the

quality of entries. We hope that future editions will remedy such shortcomings and build on knowledge we have

managed to assemble in the course of this initial intellectual stock-taking.

Helmut K. Anheier

Stefan Toepler

Regina List
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JÜRGEN KOCKA

Social Science Research Center

Berlin

Germany

BEATE KOHLER-KOCH

Mannheimer Zentrum fur Europaische Sozialforschung

Mannheim

Germany

ANDREAS KOLLER

Social Science Research Council

New York, NY

USA

AAFKE KOMTER

University College Utrecht

Utrecht

The Netherlands
SEBASTIAN KOOS

Fakultat fur Sozialwissenschaften

Mannheim

Germany

DENISA KOSTOVICOVA

London School of Economics and Political Science

London

UK

PATSY KRAEGER

Arizona State University

Phoenix, AZ

USA

KRISTIAN KRIEGER

King’s College London

London

UK

BENEDIKT KROLLPFEIFER

Braunschweig

Neustadtring

Germany

JAN KUENZL

Caucasian Review of International Affairs

Berlin

Germany

BERTHOLD KUHN

Free University of Berlin

Bonn

Germany

STEIN KUHNLE

Hertie School of Governance

Berlin

Germany

PRADEEP KUMAR

Jawaharlal Nehru University

New Delhi

India

SARABAJAYA KUMAR

University of Oxford

Oxford

UK



List of Contributors xxvii
SUNIL KUMAR

London School of Economics and Political Science

London

UK

SHYAMA KURUVILLA

Boston University School of Public Health

Boston, MA

USA

ÉVA KUTI

Budapest School of Management

Budapest

Hungary

ANAEL LABIGNE

University of Heidelberg

Heidelberg

Germany

DIRK LANGE

University of Oldenburg

Oldenburg

Germany

KEVIN LASKOWSKI

National Center for Family Philanthropy

Washington, DC

USA

JEAN-LOUIS LAVILLE

Cnam University

Paris

France

MICHAEL D. LAYTON

Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de Mexico

Mexico City

Mexico

DIANA LEAT

The City University

London

UK

SANG-EUN LEE

Arizona University

Phoenix, AZ

USA
JEFFREY LEITER

North Carolina State University

Raleigh, NC

USA

ELIZABETH LEVI

The New School

Montclair, NJ

USA

DAVID L LEWIS

London School of Economics and Political Science

London

UK

ANTONIUS LIEDHEGENER

University of Lucerne

Lucerne

Switzerland

GABRIELE LINGELBACH

Albert-Ludwigs-Universitaet Freiburg

Freiburg

Germany

REGINA LIST

University of Heidelberg

Heidelberg

Germany

ANDREA LIVERANI

London School of Economics

London

UK

ROGER A. LOHMANN

West Virginia University

Morgantown, WV

USA

PAULA DUARTE LOPES

University of Coimbra

Coimbra

Portugal

SUSAN LORD

University of New Hampshire

Durham, NH

USA



xxviii List of Contributors
JIM LOTZ

Halifax, NS

Canada

MARK LYONS

University of Technology

Sydney, NSW

Australia

CHARLES MACLEAN

PhilanthropyNow

Portland, OR

USA

IAN MACPHERSON

University of Victoria

Victoria, BC

Canada

KYM MADDEN

Queensland University of Technology

Brisbane, QLD

Australia

CARMEN MALENA

CIVICUS Participatory Governance Program

Stoneham, QC

Canada

SINIŠA MALEŠEVIĆ
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National University of Ireland

Galway

Ireland

MIKLOS MARSCHALL

Transparency International

Berlin

Germany

HANNAH MARSDEN

Overseas Development Institute

London

UK
KERSTIN MARTENS

University of Bremen

Bremen

Germany

FRANCISCO MARTINEZ

University of Heidelberg

Heidelberg

Germany

JOHANNES MARX

Universitaet Mainz

Mainz

Germany

THORNTON MATHESON

US Department of the Treasury

Chevy Chase, MD

USA

MYLES MCGREGOR-LOWNDES

Queensland University of Technology

Brisbane, QLD

Australia

PAUL-BRIAN MCINERNEY

University of Illinois at Chicago

Chicago, IL

USA

MICHAEL MCQUARRIE

University of California-Davis

Davis, CA

USA

HERIBERT MEFFERT

Westphalian Wilhelms-University

Münster

Germany

LUCAS MEIJS

Erasmus University

Rotterdam

The Netherlands

ROSE MELVILLE

University of Queensland

Brisbane, QLD

Australia



List of Contributors xxix
BARBARA A. METELSKY

Cary, NC

USA

MEGAN MEYER

University of Maryland

Baltimore, MD

USA

MICHAEL MEYER

Vienna University of Economics and Business

Vienna

Austria

TIMO MEYNHARDT

University of St. Gallen

St. Gallen

Switzerland

SILKE MICHALSKI

University of Mannheim

Mannheim

Germany

MARCO ANTONIO FIGUEIREDO MILANI FILHO

Mackenzie Presbyterian University

Sao Paulo

Brazil

CARL MILOFSKY

Bucknell University

Lewisburg, PA

USA

RANJITA MOHANTY

Society for Participatory Research in Asia

New Delhi

India
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